
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  

Sent: October-25-16 4:52 PM 

To: Brian Hollingshead 

Subject: Traffic, September 2016 

 

FAC Chairs, 

 

September continues the pattern, traffic substantially up across the system. 

Like the needle is stuck on +5%.  Part of this sustained growth is the 

result of the record-level tourism - from out of province and stay-at-home - 

this year.  Perhaps part of it is the fact that there was effectively no 

fare increase this year, with the fuel rebate masking the 1.9% fare increase 

(for now).  The notable exception to this well-spring of good news is the 

traffic to and from Bella Coola, which continues to suffer substantially 

reduced traffic, resulting from the chopping of Rte 40 with the Chilliwack, 

and the  attempt to replace it with the Nimpkish, operating what's referred 

to as Rte 10S.  It is hoped the announced replacement service to come on 

stream in 2018, will eventually restore that traffic to what it was and take 

it to new highs.  There will need to be a rebuilding of trust and 

restoration of confidence period before that happens. 

 

Graphs 1 and 2 reflect the solid performance in September and for the year 

to date.  While a few routes show limited growth, most are in the three to 

six percent increase range. 

 

Graphs 3 and 4 show this September's strong growth coming in top of last 

September's equally strong numbers for both the overall system and the Minor 

routes. 

 

We said last year's performance, with it's 'perfect' summer weather, would 

be a tough act to follow.  This year has not only matched it, but improved 

upon it.  It seems BCF traffic (and revenue) is the beneficiary of several 

factors - the low Canadian dollar, a comparatively secure place to visit, 

favourable weather, a strong provincial economy, depressed fuel prices, 

booming tourism and no fare increases this year.  It might be noted that 

most of those tend to rev up discretionary travel.  And most of them are 

external, beyond BCF control, and subject to going south at some point in 

the future. 

 

The graphs and the BCF data are attached. 

 

Brian 
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